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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN! PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The First Congregational Church is located on the southwest corner 
of Midway Place and Waller in Chicago. At the northwest corner of the 
intersection is St. Mark's Episcopal Church. On the east side of Waller 
(Midway Place ends at Waller ) are apartment buildings. Extending three 
blocks west on Midway are many Victorian homes. 

The First Congregational Church is one story high on a raised 
basement. It is built of yellow-beige Homan brick trimmed with stone. 
The entrance is on Midway Place and consists of a tall central section 
between two symmetrical lower masses on each side. The cavernous entry 
at ground level is framed by posts and lintels which together express 
the interlocking vertical-horizontal theme of the design. Its two 
massive piers are topped by large planters. The side veils are composed 
of vertically-oriented leaded-glass windows separated by thick brick 
piers which together reinforce the vertical theme of the sides. The 
rectangular masses of the side aisles have flat roofs but the central 
nave is covered with a flattened hip roof. 

One enters through low entrance doors Into a vestibule with a 
staircase at each end (east wall and west wall). These stairs lead 
down to the social and school rooms in the basement and up to the nave 
of the church. The stairs to the second floor rise to a narthex-like 
room lighted by a large leaded-glass window at the rear of the church. 

The auditorium is divided by two aisles into three rows of pews. 

The sactuary and altar are at the south end of the auditorium. On the 
east is the pastor's study. Opposite, on the south, is a service stair- 
way. The nave proper is quite tall and lighted by a leaded-glass sky- 
light while the lower side aisles are Illuminated by leaded-glass 
windows. The interior plaster walls? are sand colored trimmed in dark- 
stained wood and yellow- beige brick. 

The interior has been changed by removing the original pews and 
Installing newer pews in two rows with three aisles. The original 
cube and spberiod ceiling lights have disappeared. The sanctuary has 
been changed In minor ways. The basement is extensively remodeled. At 
the rear of the church is an addition built in 1959* 
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The First Congregational Church of Austin is important as an 
early work by one of Frank Lloyd Wright's best students. Not only 
does the church demonstrate in its artistic qualities the design 
capabilities of William Drummond, but it also shows how well a Wright 
student could capture the essence of his master's modern style. As 
Wright's students were not often given the opportunity of designing 
buildings other than residences, this church is especially instructive 
and significant as an uncommon building type by a Prairie architect. 



HISTORY 

The First Congregational Church was designed by William Drummond 
in 1904 and built in 1905. It was sold in 1925 to the Church of the 
Seventh Day Adventists. From them it passed in 1958 to the. Catholic 
Bishop of Chicago. The Our Lady of Lebanon Roman Catholic Church used 
the building from 1958 to 1973 when the Greater Holy Temple of God in 
Christ occupied the building as they still do today . 

William Drummond was born on March 28, 1876 in Newark, New Jersey. 

He learned the building trades from his father who was a general 
contractor. He spent two years at Austin High School (in Chicago), and 
took several courses at the University of Illinois School of Architecture. 
Then he spent several months working for Louis Sullivan. In 1899 he 
was hired by Frank Lloyd Wright and worked for him until 1909. He was 
chief draftsman and project manager for many of Wright's commissions to 
which he contributed many ideas . He made the drawings for the Larkin 
Building (destroyed) which was built by his father, the Cheney house, 
the Isabel Roberts house and the Bradley house and the Hickox houses. 

Many of his drawings were used in the Wasmuth portfolio of Wright's 
work which was published in 1910. He formed a partnership with Louis 
Guenzel that lasted from 1912 to 1915. Guenzel did the construction 
while Drummond did the designing. After the first world war Drummond 
turned to historic designs in order to secure commissions and after the 

depression he worked for other architects. 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Histone Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-6651 I 
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During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for a 
particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list according to the 
following example, published references to the site for which forms are being 

completed. If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly deduct from the Survey's 
task. 
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